My Uncle (1958),

a colour film by Jacques Tati
The story

The Arpel family lives in an ultra modern villa on the outskirts of old Saint-Maur, near Paris. Mr. Arpel, confident and domineering, is the owner of a factory making plastic pipes, whereas Mrs. Arpel, obsessed with cleanliness, is only concerned about her husband’s comfort and the pathological upkeep of her house. Their only son, Gérard, is bored by this lifeless and predictable world. His greatest source of happiness is meeting his uncle, Mr. Hulot, a capricious character who lives in the old part of the town. Hulot is a dropout without rebelling; he is not adapted to life in the modern world, which is rapidly invading the old world and which, by tomorrow, will have replaced it completely. In any case, the Arpels disapprove of Gérard’s outings with Hulot, who, to the family’s great displeasure, is a bachelor with no real employment. One evening, Mr. Arpel loses his temper: « I’ve had enough! His uncle! His uncle ! That’s not an example ! » Things must change: the Arpel couple decides to find Mr. Hulot a serious job and a good wife. Will their project work? 
Specifications
Directed, written and produced by: Jacques Tati
Music: Franck Barcellini and Alain Romans
Cast :

Jacques Tati …………………….. Mr. Hulot



           Jean-Pierre Zola ………………...  Mr. Arpel



           Adrienne Servantie ……………..  Mrs. Arpel



           Alain Bécourt …………………...  Gérard

Jacques Tati 
Jacques Tatischeff was born in Pecq, near Paris, in 1907, into a family of Russian, Dutch, Italian and French origins. He studied for entrance to the École des Arts et Métiers, but sport (rugby, tennis, boxing, horse-riding) was his main pastime. He then joined his father’s picture framing company. In 1933, he left the family workshop to earn his living from comic mime sketches. In 1936, after having applauded him at the ABC, the author Collette wrote: “I believe that no party, no artistic or acrobatic show is complete without this amazing artist who has invented something. Something combining sport, dance, satire and living paintings. He has invented unity: the player, the ball and the racquet; the football and the goalkeeper; the boxer and his opponent; the bicycle and his cyclist”. After a few trials as screenwriter and film actor after the end of the war, he filmed his first film L’École des facteurs (1947). This work was refused by the producers, judging it too disconcerting. Tati carried on regardless and organised private screenings, which were an immediate success both with the public and the critics. Following this unexpected success, the producers offered Tati the possibility of a sequel, which he refused, shooting, “en artisan”, Festival Day (1949). In financial instability, Tati then filmed Mr. Hulot’s Holiday (1953). It was such a triumph that even Hollywood made him offers. However, Tati chose to be independent to the end. After My Uncle (1958), he made three more films, which are now recognised as works of the highest level, but which hardly anybody went to see at the time: Playtime (1967), Traffic (1971) and Parade (1974). Tati died in Paris in 1982, ruined, leaving behind - with just six films – his colossal work as a mime theorist and a silhouette recognized throughout the world, that of the moonlike Mr. Hulot.
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