M. (1931)

The beginning of the story

In Berlin, in the early 1930s, a killer is assassinating children. After the murder of the little girl, Elsie Beckmann, the police inquiries are still going nowhere. The underworld, whose work is hindered by the police activity, decides to have all the streets and children watched by the beggar gang: this maniac must be found, in order to bring back the calm necessary for good business.  Meanwhile, superintendent Lohmann, while studying a list of people released from the asylum, discovers a lead. A blind beggar eventually finds a man who, when he comes across children, always whistles the same tune, Peer Gynt by Grieg. A chalk sign is drawn onto the back of this unknown, so that he can be followed through the huge city. The sign is just a single capital letter: “M”. M for Mörder (“murderer”). The hunt for the “Murderer” begins.

Technical information

Director: Fritz Lang
Producer: Fritz Lang

Script: Thea von Harbou and Fritz Lang

Chief operator: Fritz Arno Wagner

Cast: 
Peter Lorre ……………………...
Frantz Becker


Otto Wericke ……………………
Superintendent Lohmann

Original length of the film: 120 minutes – Length of existing copy: 106 minutes

Fritz Lang

Born on 5th of December 1890, in Vienna, son of an architect and brought up in traditional Austrian catholic surroundings, Fritz Lang starts studying architecture, which he later abandons for Graphic Art. In 1910, he runs away from his dad (“as every young gentleman should,” he writes in his autobiography) and travels around the world, ending up in Bali. He settles down in Paris in 1913, living on odd jobs, painting small postcards for tourists. The declaration of war forces him to return to Austria. Having joined the army as a lieutenant and been injured many times, from 1916 he is convalescing, during which time he writes scripts. As early as 1919, he shoots his first film Die Spinnen (The Spiders); he takes the German nationality. In 1920, he begins his collaboration with Thea von Harbou and in 1924 he marries her. She becomes the scriptwriter for all his films until 1932, some of the important ones being: Dr. Mabuse (1922), Die Nibelungen (1924) and especially, an authority in silent films, Metropolis (1927). With M., Lang makes his first talking film, just before Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse (1932). The latter, a hardly hidden condemnation of Nazism, is banned by Goebbels, who, in exchange, during two hours of discussion in his office, offers the management of the entire German film productions to the film producer. That same evening, without any money, Lang escapes to France, where he shoots Liliom (1934). The Nazis strip him of his German nationality. Starting in 1936, Fritz Lang begins a superb career in America, which turns him into one of the masters of cinema. A few of his films from this time are: Fury (1936), The Woman in the Window (1944), Scarlet Street (1945), Secret Beyond the Door (1948), The Big Heat (1953), Moonfleet (1955) and Beyond a Reasonable Doubt (1956). After having made these two last films, in 1959, and having made an appearance in Le Mépris, by Jean-Luc Godard (fascinated, like all the authors of the Nouvelle Vague, by the films of the master) in 1963, Fritz Lang dies, in Los Angeles, in 1976.

                                                                   (Traduction par Jessica Trinquet, élève de 6e En)

